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In August and September 2020, a GT
EDA UC team member delivered five
one-hour workshops on Innovation
and Entrepreneurship to faculty and
staff members of Fort Valley State
University. Fort Valley State University
is a historically black university located
in Fort Valley, Georgia. The campus
serves about 2,300 students. This
online breakfast series began on
August 31 and finished on September
4, 2020. Every morning, for five days,
faculty and staff members came
together to learn and discuss the
following topics: Innovation,
Creativity, and Divergent Thinking for
Universities, Business Model Canvas,
Customer Discovery for Startups,
Research Commercialization, Lean
Startup and what it means for
Universities.

Each workshop was attended by an
average of 20-25 participants,
depending on the topic, with high
levels of interest and good
participation from the audience. The
fourth session was of particular
interest for workshop participants. It
covered the topics of SBIR grants and
the National Science foundation’s

commercialization bootcamp,
Innovation Corps.

Following the well-received
workshops on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship offered to faculty
and staff members of Fort Valley State
University in Fall 2020, the leadership
of Fort Valley State University, a
historically black university located in
Fort Valley, Georgia, reached out to
the Georgia Tech EDA UC about
providing additional workshops. The
Georgia Tech EDAUC team is
preparing to deliver three workshops,
scheduled in April 2021, to engage
more faculty, staff, and students in
the innovation, commercialization,
and entrepreneurship initiatives on
campus. The first workshop, a
Research Commercialization workshop
for faculty and graduate students, will
be delivered in early April. Later that
month, the Georgia Tech EDAUC team
will deliver two Innovation and
Entrepreneurship workshops targeted
for students. All three workshops will
be offered virtually at no charge and
are open to the entire campus of Fort
Valley University.
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